
 
 

DRAFT SACEE                  REGULAR MEETING 

MEETING MINUTES         Wednesday, October 21, 2015  

 
Board Members in Attendance: Chair Sonia Marcus, Vice Chair John Noor, Lael Gray, Katie Bray, Torin Kexel, 
Duncan McPherson, Lawrence Pittman, Josh O’Conner, Mindy Fisher, Councilor Gwen Wisler 

Staff in Attendance: Kerby Smithson, Amber Weaver, Greg Shuler, Frank McGowan, Melissa VanSickle 

1.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES. After review of the minutes from a citizen inquiry, Fisher moved to approve   
the minutes, Kexel Seconded. Minutes were approved unanimously.  

2.   UPDATES 

a. Sustainability Office; Amber Weaver 
Ms. Amber Weaver provided an update of the projects coming out of the City’s Sustainability Office. 
This update included information on urban farming, clean energy, Pay as You Throw and other projects 
that the Office has been working on. Members discussed these updates. 
 

b. Asheville Buncombe Food Policy Council; Mary Ellen Lough 
Ms. Mary Ellen Lough explained the work that has recently been done by the Food Policy Council. The 
Food Policy Council has been researching other cities and the policies that they have put in place. A food 
policy was also presented and members provided feedback. Members discussed the proposed policy. 
Ms. Lough also presented the idea of having someone from the Food Policy Council become a member 
of SACEE. Members discussed options and decided to discuss this topic while planning for the next 
SACEE meeting. 
 

c. Citizen’s Climate Lobby: Steffi Rausch, Lead Organizer 
Ms. Steffi Rausch gave a presentation titled, “A Solution to Climate Change that will Grow Our 
Economy”. This presentation discussed the options and recommendations for a carbon fee and dividend 
solution. Ms. Rausch is asking for support to help gain the attention of state legislature. Members 
discussed this solution and the role that local government could have in this issue. Members asked for 
more examples from other cities and more time to discuss. 
 

d. Community Solar: Dane Barrager 
Mr. Dane Barrager opened up discussion concerning community solar. Mr. Barrager explained 
community solar and how it would work. Members discussed and expressed how the Clean Energy 
Framework speaks to a broader topic in relation to this subject. 
 

e. Smart Grid DEEP: Grant Millin 
Mr. Grant Millin provided a background of the Smart Grid Deep idea. Mr. Millin has explained and 
informed members of a proposed event at UNCA. Members discussed the relation of Smart Grid Deep 
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to the abilities of SACEE. Members indicated the need to have more information before moving forward 
with any actions. 
 
 

3.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. Update: Community Clean Energy Policy & Modernization Letter to Duke; Sonia Marcus 
Ms. Marcus informed members on events that have happened since last meeting in terms of the letter 
to Duke Energy. Members discussed the letter and the process of how it may influence the partnership 
with Duke. Ms. Marcus also explained the Clean Energy Framework process and that it went back to 
PED and both will be going to City Council next week. 
 

b. Update: SACEE Retreat Prep 
It was announced that the SACEE Retreat is on November 13th. The regular November 18th SACEE 
meeting was therefore cancelled.  

1. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Sierra Green Club thanked SACEE members for their work and expressed that many people will support 
the letter.  
 
Brad Rouse believes that Asheville could pitch the idea of becoming a center for climate action and 
response along with its standing reputation as a center for climate science.  
 
Grant Millin congratulated members and expressed that SACEE should be proud that the framework 
happened. Mr. Millin believes that citizens deserve a plan B and a holistic approach to energy policy. 

 
6.   ADJOURN 

Sonia Marcus adjourned the meeting at 5:06 PM without objection. 


